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display the flag of the United States on all Federal government build
ings, and I urge all citizens to display the flag at their homes and other 
suitable places on that day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5802 of April 28,1988 

National Child Abuse Prevention Month, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

All Americans have great reason to regret and to seek to repair the 
alarming incidence and prevalence of child abuse and neglect that con
tinue throughout our country. Each year many American children suffer 
child abuse, and every year many perish in these attacks. The inci
dence of child abuse and neglect cuts across every income level and 
geographic area in our land. 

This tragic situation is unacceptable—and preventable. Dedicated indi
viduals, private and civic groups, and government bodies are doing 
much to protect children, but, unfortunately, much remains to be 
achieved. Caring for children is, of course, the responsibility of parents; 
but neighbors, relatives, and friends must help protect children when 
parents or others attack or neglect them. We will truly prevent child 
abuse and protect our youngsters only to the extent that we cherish 
children as gifts from our Creator; foster deep and abiding reverence 
for the innocence and the God-given individual dignity and worth of 
every child; and treasure the sanctity of every human life. 

It is in this spirit that we must assure America's children a loving, safe, 
and healthful environment. The members of professions, such as law 
enforcement, social work, church, medicine, mental health, and educa
tion, must continue to do their part, as must concerned individuals. Let 
all Americans reflect on our obligation to children and to families, and 
then let us put our compassion into action. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 246, has designated April 
1988 as "National Child Abuse Prevention Month" and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of 
this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim April 1988 as National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. As we observe this time, let us all consider 
our responsibility for the wholesome and secure development of our 
children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
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eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5803 of April 28,1988 

Loyalty Day, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Loyalty Day, May 1, is a day we set aside to promise allegiance to our 
country; to revere our heritage of individual freedom, limited govern
ment, and respect for every man's divinely bestowed dignity; and to re
affirm our sacred trust to preserve, for our children and for all genera
tions to come, this blessed land of liberty we call America. 

We Americans have both pledged and practiced loyalty from the 
moment the first patriots conceived the idea of a new and independent 
Nation where only freedom would reign—where people would live as 
free as God made them and where tyranny alone would never find 
welcome. We have given our loyalty generously, in times of peace and 
times of peril. That we will always do, God willing. 

Loyalty Day says much about the meaning of our country. In other 
parts of the world, as we know, totalitarian states proclaim May 1 a 
day of fealty and require a show of loyalty from the people. No such 
demand is needed here, of course, because in America we are blessed 
to be able to govern ourselves; "We the People" are in charge, and we 
need give our loyalty not to self-appointed rulers but to liberty. 

The self-government that protects our rights and liberties has been won 
and defended in each generation by loyal Americans. That remains 
true, of course, of our gallant service men and women at home and in a 
hundred foreign climes. It is true as well of every American in home or 
office, in factory or farm, in hall of government or place of worship, 
who calls upon the Author of Liberty to guide and bless our land; of 
every citizen who cherishes brotherhood and patriotism; of every boy 
and girl who begins the day with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

The allegiance we Americans owe, and give gladly, on Loyalty Day 
and throughout our lives, is to a land and an ideal that beckon human 
hearts today just as always, here and around the globe—the land of the 
free,' where the only command and the only loyalty are freedom's way 
and freedom's sway. 

To foster loyalty and love of country, the Congress, by joint resolution 
approved July 18, 1958 [72 Stat. 369; 36 U.S.C. 162], has designated May 
1 of each year as "Loyalty Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 1, 1988, as Loyalty Day, 
and I call upon all Americans and patriotic, civic, fraternal, and educa
tional organizations to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies. I 
also call upon all government officials to display the flag of the United 
States on all government buildings and grounds on that day. 
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